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which would place the Suez Canal under the manage-
ment of an international syndicate. I will not propose
this, but I in no way withdraw my words."
This statement set at rest the fears that were
expressed that England's acquisition of the shares had
anything to do with an intention of subjecting Egypt to
our will by means of a crafty financial transaction.
Shortly after Parliament met in February, 1876,
after a stirring debate, the purchase of the Suez Canal
shares was approved, the motion being carried without
a division.
England now had a substantial interest in the under-
taking, an interest which led directly to her interven-
tion in Egypt in 1882, when the revolt of Ahmed-Arabi
against the Khedive Tewfik threatened the destruction
of the canal.   The revolt in its inception was due to
the disaffection of the ill-fed and ill-paid Egyptian
soldiery,  but  it  rapidly  assumed   a  fanatical  anti-
European character.   Riots broke out in Alexandria,
and Arabi proceeded to strengthen the fortifications of
the port.   The Admirals of the French and English
squadrons protested, and threatened to bombard the
forts unless Arabi abandoned his activities.   No satis-
faction being obtained, ships entering the Suez Canal
were warned that hostilities were imminent, and on
July nth Alexandria was shelled by the British Fleet.
This measure, however, only served to increase the fury
of the agitators and led to the burning and pillaging
of the European quarter of the city.
" The time had gone by for the measured movement
of the European Concert," writes Basil Worsfold. " If
the costly international fabric of the Suez Canal, and